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CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE
Congo-Brazzaville, located in central Africa and with a short 
coastline along the Atlantic Ocean, is a country with a Christian 
majority. It became independent from France in 1960, and a few 
years later became the first African communist country.  
Its history has been troubled by coups and revolutions.  
In 2016, following the re-election of General Sassou-Nguesso, 
who was first in government in 1979, violent clashes led to a civil 
war that continue sporadically. 

THE FRANCISCAN PRESENCE
The Franciscans arrived in Congo-Brazzaville as early as 1489-90, 
but only returned there as permanent missionaries in 1920.
The Franciscan community in the capital, Brazzaville, 
was established in 1991. A few years later, the friars set up 
a welcoming community for young people, where about 70 
children are now housed.
A OFM entity in Congo-Brazzaville was founded in 2017, called 
the Foundation of Our Lady of Africa, and is composed of 20 local 
friars and one missionary.

CURRENT REALITY - A VIOLENT COUNTRY 
WITH A HIGH RATE OF POVERTY
Although Congo-Brazzaville is a resource-rich 
country, decades of autocratic government  
by the President have resulted in a stagnant 
economy, with low levels of development and 
education. More is invested in the military  
than in education, and over 50% of Congolese 
people live below the poverty line.  

The first victims are girls and boys forced by poverty 
to live on the streets. Often, these are the so-called “invisible” children, 
who have been abandoned at birth and not recognised by their parents, 
and who have no rights. Growing up on the streets, these children don’t 
experience love, they cannot study, and they do not learn a trade. They 
try to survive by selling trinkets, having to sleep in makeshift shelters, 
and being forced to “cope” with the unimaginable, including stealing or 
prostitution. But they are still only children and are extremely vulnerable. 
 

SUPPORT FROM THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS
For more than 20 years, the Franciscan friars,  
as part of their mission of fidelity to the Gospel 
and solidarity with the poorest, have been 
helping the street children of Brazzaville by 
welcoming them into a family environment. Here 
the young people can rediscover the calm and 
safety that they have lost or have never known. 
The Franciscan friars offer them food and shelter, 
care for them, help them to study, and try to 
provide them with the opportunity to learn a 
trade and so become independent. 
Education is the key to development, and the 
Franciscans have been working in this direction 
since the beginning.
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A NEW SCHOOL:  
GIVING STREET 
CHILDREN A FUTURE
In the capital city of Brazzaville, there 
are several primary schools that will accept 
the street children and introduce them to 
education. But, unfortunately, there are very 
few secondary schools that will assist them  
in getting the professional qualifications 
needed to find a job and build a decent future. 

For this reason, the Franciscan friars decided to build a new 7 classroom 
secondary school in Djiri, a suburb of Brazzaville, where they already 
have a parish that functions as a gathering place, providing social 
supports and a Christian apostolate.

As well as the street children assisted by the parish, the new school  
will also enrol local children whose school fees will subsidise the free  
access provided for the street children. The school will therefore be 
self-sufficient, and we will also be able to give paid work to school staff. 
The Franciscan friars have all been trained in Rome and Jerusalem  
and will be available to teach in the school and be role models  
for the students.

Help the Franciscan friars to finish
the construction of the Saint Clare secondary school

and give street children a future.

THE SECONDARY SCHOOL 
WILL HAVE 7 CLASSROOMS

Work has already begun,  
the land has been prepared,  
the foundations, crawl spaces, 
and perimeter walls have been 
built, but the Franciscan 
friars need help to finish  
the construction. 

THE COST OF THIS GREAT PROJECT

Construction of 7 classrooms $ 210,000

School furniture (desks, 
chairs, blackboards) $ 12,000

Teaching materials (books, 
notebooks, stationery 
and support materials) $ 9,500

Children of the Franciscan’s primary school

Some of the children helped  by the Franciscan friars



Help the Franciscan friars to finish building  
the Saint Clare school and give hope to the children  
and young people of Congo-Brazzaville!

Thank you very much!

You can also decide to donate a complete classroom (structure, 
facilities and equipment) costing $ 30,000 and have you name forever 
displayed in the Saint Clare school. A PLAQUE WILL BE PLACED 
WITH YOUR NAME INSCRIBED AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE 
CLASSROOM YOU HAVE FINANCED. 

A SPECIAL DONATION  

 $ 35  $ 60  $ 120
You can help us to buy  
school furniture and  
teaching materials for all  
the children in need.

You can help us to 
construct the electrical 
and plumbing systems 
in the new school.

You can help us to finish 
the construction of the seven 
classrooms of the Saint Clare 
Secondary School 
in Congo-Brazzaville.

HERE’S HOW TO 
SUPPORT THE 
FRANCISCAN 
FRIARS 
IN CONGO- 
BRAZZAVILLE

c/o Casa generalizia dell’Ordine dei Frati Minori 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice, 25
00165 Roma • Tel: +39 06 92917107 
sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.org • www.ofmfraternitas.org

BANK TRANSFER 
Bank: Intesa Sanpaolo 
Branch: 09606, Piazza della Libertà, 13 00192 Roma - Italia
Account Name: FONDAZIONE OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS 
Account Holder Address: c/o Casa Generalizia OFM, 
Via di Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Roma - Italia
EUR ACCOUNT IBAN: IT15T0306909606100000168958
USD ACCOUNT IBAN: IT22V0306909606161009304690
SWIFT: BCITITMM
REASON: Saint Clare School

ONLINE 
at www.ofmfraternitas.org

OFM FRATERNITAS ONLUS FOUNDATION AND TAX BENEFITS: 1) For donations from Italy: the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation is a non-profit foundation established by public deed that pursues exclusively social solidarity goals, registered in the Register of ONLUS held at the 
DR LAZIO in accordance with article 4, paragraph 2 of Ministerial Decree no. 266 of 18 July 2003. It is useful to remember, therefore, that charitable donations in favour of the OFM Fraternitas ONLUS Foundation: For individuals - are deductible from IRPEF to the extent of 30% of 
the amounts paid for a total amount not exceeding € 30,000 in each tax period (art. 83, paragraph 1 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017); - are deductible from the total net income within the limits of 10% of the total income declared. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative 
Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). For Entities and Companies - are deductible from total net income up to a maximum of 10% of total declared income. (Article 83, paragraph 2 of Legislative Decree no. 117 of 3 July 2017). The scheme cannot be cumulated with other similar tax 
benefits provided against the same donations. Payments, for the purposes of tax benefits, must be made exclusively using one of the following payment systems: bank, post office, payment systems provided for by Article 23 of Legislative Decree no. 241/1997 (credit cards, bank 
cheques and circulars). Cash donations are not included in any relief. If you do not know what the most suitable solution for you is, contact your trusted consultant or your CAF. Don’t forget to retain: - the bank or postal payment receipt; - the bank statement of the bank or company that 
manages the credit, debit or prepaid card with which you made the gift; - if you paid by bank or bank cheque, a receipt issued by the beneficiary showing all the data and the method of payment used. With the decree of 28 November 2019 “donations in kind in favour of Third Sector 
entities”, the tax benefits described above also apply to donations in kind, i.e. movable and immovable property. For further information, please write an email to fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org 2) For details of tax benefits from outside Italy, contact fondazione@ofmfraternitas.org

OFM FRATERNITAS FOUNDATION PROTECTS YOUR DATA. Privacy policy statement pursuant to art. 13 of GDPR 679/16. Your data are processed by the OFM Fraternitas Onlus Foundation - the data controller - with Registered Office in Rome, via di 
Santa Maria Mediatrice 25, 00165 Rome (RM), for the management of your donation and operations instrumental thereto (related to accounting management). Your data will not be transferred outside the European Economic Area, while access to it 
will be allowed only to duly authorised and trained personnel and to persons appointed as Data Processors or acting as autonomous Data Controllers.  The Data Controller does not use in any way automated decision-making processes concerning the 
personal data of the data subject. The data will be stored for as long as the relationship remains active and within the terms provided for by the relevant legislation in force or for a different period of time to fulfil legal obligations under the supervision of 
technical and organisational measures suitable to guarantee the security of your data and the protection of your rights. You may exercise your rights under Articles 15-22 of GDPR 679/16 by contacting the Data Controller at sostenitori@ofmfraternitas.
org. The Foundation has appointed a Data Protection Officer (Company FGM Management Consulting S.r.l. identifying Dr. Carlo Nardone as the contact person) who acts as a point of contact with data subjects. The Data Protection Manager can be 
reached at the following address: dpo@ofmfraternitas.org. For further information on the methods used to process your personal data, you may consult the extensive information notice available on our website www.ofmfraternitas.org.

If you would like 
to support our 
Franciscan activities 
and projects 
or have further 
information to get 
to know us better, 
you can call us on 
06 92917107 
or cell phone 
+39 320 713 5875


